superstition Noah's God and Job's God go down like skittles:
there is an end of them. And yet our children are taught, not to
exult in this great triumph of spiritual insight over mere animal
terror of the Bogey Man, but to believe that Micah's God and
Job's God and Noah's God are one and the same, and that every
good child must revere the spirit of justice and mercy and humility
equally with the appetite for burnt flesh and human sacrifice, such
indiscriminate and nonsensical reverence being inculcated as re-
ligion.
Later on comes Jesus, who dares a further flight, He suggests
that godhead is something which incorporates itself in man: in
himself, for instance. He is immediately stoned by his horrified
hearers, who can see nothing in the suggestion but a monstrous
attempt on his part to impersonate Jehovah. This misunderstand-
ing, typical of dirty water theology, was made an article of re-
ligion eighteen hundred years later by Emanuel Swedenborg. But
the unadulterated suggestion of Jesus is an advance on the theo-
logy of Micah; for Man walking humbly before an external God
is an ineffective creature compared to Man exploring as the instru-
ment and embodiment of God with no other guide than the spark
of divinity within him. It is certainly the greatest break in the
Bible between the old and the new testament. Yet the dirty water
still spoils it; for we find Paul holding up Christ to the Ephesians
as "an offering and a sacrifice to God for a sweet smelling savour/'
thereby dragging Christianity back and down to the level of
Noah. None of die apostles rose above that level; and the result
was that the great advances made by Micah and Jesus were can-
celled; and. historical Christianity was built up on the sacrificial *.
altars of Jehovah, with Jesus as the sacrifice. What he and Micah
would say if they could return and see their names and credit
attached to the idolatries they abhorred can be imagined only by
those who understand and sympathize with them.
Jesus could be reproached for having chosen his disciples very
unwisely if we could believe that he had any real choice. There
are moments when one is tempted to say that there was not one
Christian among them, and that Judas was the only one who
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